A Celebration to Benefit the
New Haven Free Public Library

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025

Hosted by Presenting Sponsor
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W Library Champions

Award for Community Service
Alder Honda Smith
for her unwavering commitment to
our community and for exemplifying
the very best of civic leadership,
advocacy, and service.

Award for Lifetime Achievement
Brad Gallant
for his years of service to the Boards of
the New Haven Free Public Library and
the New Haven Free Public Library
Foundation.
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~Schedule of Events~

5:30 PM
Cocktail Hour
Featuring Timmy Maia

6:00 PM
Welcome Remarks
Dr. Mary Ellen Savage, President
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation Board of Directors

Honorable Justin Elicker
Mayor, City of New Haven

Andrew Giering, President
New Haven Free Public Library Board of Directors

Maria Bernhey
City Librarian and Director
New Haven Free Public Library

Honoring

Library Champion Award for Community Service

Presented To: Alder Honda Smith (Ward 30)
Introduced by: Lindy Lee Gold, Member
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation Board of Directors

Library Champion Award for Lifetime Achievement

Presented To: Brad Gallant
Introduced bg: Dr. Mary Ellen Savage, President
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation Board of Directors

6:30 PM
Dinner Music and Dancing

8 - 8:30 PM
Final Dance and Goodbye



In Memoriam: Dr. Edward C. Harris

The New Haven Free Public Library Foundation honors the
life and legacy of Dr. Edward C. Harris, whose dedicated
service on our Board enriched our library and community.
His unwavering commitment to equity, education, and
access leaves an enduring impact on all who walk through
our library’s doors. We are grateful for his leadership, vision,
and generosity, which continue to inspire us.

With deep appreciation, we celebrate Dr. Harris’s legacy and
extend our heartfelt condolences to his family and loved
ones.




Welcome to Mardi Gras
at the

New Haven Free Public Library

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the New Haven Free Public Library, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to this
special evening where we transform our Ives Main Library into “The Big Easy” at our annual
Mardi Gras celebration. Tonight, we gather not only to celebrate the power of knowledge and
community but also to recognize the generosity of supporters like you for your unwavering
commitment to enriching lives through literacy, learning, and access to knowledge.

The New Have Free Public Library is more than just a place for books; it is a vibrant hub where
curiosity thrives, innovation blossoms, and connections are forged. With bustling branches
across the city and a dynamic team dedicated to serving our diverse community, we continue to
evolve as a lifeline for lifelong learning. Your generosity helps us expand and sustain essential
programs—early literacy initiatives, workforce development, technology access, and cultural
enrichment opportunities—that empower individuals and strengthen neighborhoods.

This evening is a testament to the impact of our shared commitment to education and
opportunity. As you enjoy the company of fellow advocates, engage with our dedicated library
staff, and witness the stories of those whose lives have been transformed, we hope you feel the
deep gratitude that our entire community holds for you.

As we look ahead, we remain committed to ensuring that our libraries continue to serve as
accessible and welcoming spaces for learning, creativity, and connection. With your continued
support, we can further our mission and connect with even more neighbors in our community.

To our cherished donors and sponsors, I extend heartfelt thanks for your generous contributions
to the New Haven Free Public Library Foundation. Your support is not just an investment in
books and resources; it is an investment in the future of our city.

Thank you for being an important part of our library family. Enjoy this special evening and know
that your generosity is making a lasting difference.

Warm regards,

T4

Maria Bernhey
City Librarian and Director
New Haven Free Public Library



Honoring

Alder Honda Smith
Library Champion Award for Community Service

Alder Honda Smith, a lifelong resident of New Haven,
has dedicated her life to community service and
uplifting the West Rock neighborhood. At 16, she
discovered her passion for civic engagement while
assisting her brother on U.S. Congresswoman Rosa
DeLauro’s campaign, setting the stage for decades of
impactful work. After moving to West Rock in 1997,
Honda quickly became a leader, serving as President of
the West Hills Neighborhood Corporation, housed in
the community hub affectionately known as “The
Shack.” Through her leadership, she spearheaded
initiatives to rebuild the Brookside and Rockview areas,
develop senior housing, and provide resources like
fresh produce and healthcare access. Honda’s signature
programs, including the Winter Wonderland holiday
celebration and mentoring initiatives like H.O.L.L.A.
(Helping Our Ladies Learn and Achieve) and W.R.A.P.
(West Rock Arts Program) have brought joy and
opportunities to thousands of families and youth. Even
in retirement, Honda remains the heart of her
community, transforming The Shack into a vibrant
center for advocacy and support. Recognized as the
New Haven Independent’s New Havener of the Year in
2022, Honda continues to inspire hope and pride in her
neighborhood.




Honoring

Brad Gallant
Library Champion Award for Lifetime Achievement

Brad has deep roots in New Haven, where he was
born and has spent much of his life. The son of a
lawyer and a social worker, he developed a strong
commitment to public service early on. His
dedication to the New Haven Free Public Library
began over 20 years ago when he joined the Library
Board, later serving four terms as President. In
partnership with the late City Librarian Jim
Welbourne, he helped steer the library through the
early digital age and its evolving role as a
community hub. Brad continued his service by
joining the Library Foundation Board, where he
remained an invaluable member until 2024.

A distinguished Trusts and Estates attorney, Brad
practiced in New Haven for 45 years, primarily at
Day Pitney LLP. Brad’s legal practice encompassed
traditional estate planning and administration
while also pioneering specialized areas such as
special needs planning — where he was among the
first U.S. lawyers recognized as an expert. His
expertise extended to cy-pres actions, incapacity
planning, and estate planning for LGBTQ+ families.

Beyond his practice, Brad was the President of the Connecticut Bar Association and has held
leadership roles in the American Bar Association and American College of Trust & Estate Counsel.

Brad remains deeply engaged in the community through the Amour Propre Fund, which he co-
runs with philanthropist friend Lindy Lee Gold. He and his wife, Joanna Waley-Cohen, a
distinguished professor of Chinese history, have two children - Kit and Isabel

An avid reader, Brad enjoys spending time in Maine, fitness, good food and drinks, and his beloved
rescue dog, Sadie.



Thank You to our Donors
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Krewe of Rex

Dr. Mary Ellen Savage
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Krewe of Orpheus

Mr. Sean Koehler



Thank You to our Sponsor

Presenting Sponsor
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FOSTERING AN EDUCATED AND ENGAGED CITIZENSHIP



Thank You to our Sponsors
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Royal Court

Yale Office of New Haven Affairs
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Thank You to our Sponsors
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Krewe of Rex

Yale
NewHaven
Health

Yale New Haven
Hospital



Thank You to our Sponsors
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Thank You to our Sponsors

©Silver Bead®
City of New Haven - Board of Alders
7 NEW HAVEN Black and Hispanic Caucus
7 BANK
Working for you.
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PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE | SOLUTIONS SINCE 1970

Wojtek Borowski, sroker

Edgehill Team at
Pearce Real Estate

ph: 203.776.1899 x724
cell: 203.606.9898
e: wborowski@hpearce.com
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Special Thanks to:

Andrew Rubenoff Design
Access AV
Dexter Atlas Images
Timmy Maia
New Haven Free Public Library Staff
Mardi Gras Volunteers
Business First, LLC

Board of Directors of the
New Haven Free Public Library

Board of Directors of the
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation

City of New Haven Department of
Transportation, Traffic and Parking

Hon. Mayor Justin Elicker, City of New Haven



Yale University

proudly supports
The New Haven
Free Public Library

and its enduring commitment to

literacy and opportunity
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Contributing to a Strong New Haven

Creating a vibrant downtown through Yale’s community investment program
Supporting education through New Haven Promise
Nurturing neighborhoods by helping Yale employees buy homes

Creating career opportunities for New Haven residents

Yale Office of New Haven Affairs

onha.yale.edu
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COMCAST
NBCUNIVERSAL

Comcast proudly supports
the New Haven Free Public
Library and Foundation!




Yale New Haven Health
IS proud to support
The New Haven Free

Public Library

YaleNewHavenHealth



Mardi Gras!

International Association of New Haven celebrates
cultural understanding in our diverse community
with New Haven Free Public Library Foundation.
www.ianewhaven.org
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INTERNATIONAL
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OF NEW HAVEN




.ﬁi Amour

Propre
Fund

The Amour Propre Fund salutes the New
Haven Free Public Library for its unfailing
and
within our community
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Sponsored by
ASML
L March15 = March 20-23
o Tickets:shubert.com. call 203.562.5666 « Visit the Box Office Mon.—Fri. Noon-6pm e




We proudly support the
New Haven Free Public
Library Foundation!
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Contract Cleaning Solutions

peservicegroup.com
800.899.3597


https://peservicegroup.com/
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Town Geen District

Keeping Downtown New Haven a vibrant and

exciting place to live, work, learn and ,
e |
Town Green °
I. District n
L-‘ Downtown New Haven @DDWHtOWnNHU




Ready. Set. Give!
\
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MAY 7-8, 2025

A 36-hour, onllne -giving event
to support local nonprofits

Help your favorite nonprofits win thousands of dollars!

www.thegreatgive.org

VALLEY COMMUNITY

The COMMUNITY Foundation ‘\

for Greater New Haven ‘
FOUNDATION




The Yale School of Art wishes New Haven a

Iy

MARI GRAS,

We are delighted to
be a part of this
vibrant community.

Yale scHOOL OF ART @

art.yale.edu




LONG WHARF THEATRE IS TUFNING 60

YEARS OLD

JOIN THE CE=LEBRATION BY DONATING $@@

BE=COME A MEMBER.
SUPPOFT A THEATRE
FOR EVERYONE.

$10/monTHOR $120/ANNUALLY
LONG
WHARF

THEATRE




Yale SCHWARZMAN CENTER

Proud to support the New Haven Free Public Library

PPV farli Gras,

schwarzman.yale.edu
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The New Haven Parking
Authority Proudly

Supports the New Haven
Free Public Library

Foundation!

ParkNewHaven.com
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JUNE 14-28, 2025
Sign-Up for Emails at
ARTIDEA.ORG/signup

S 1 In 1886, the NHFPL had the nation’s

— fifth largest circulation with
3,500 volumes.

Nt Today, our libraries are about so much more:
Need help with your PC or tablet? Desperate for fun kids’ activities?
Require help with filing taxes or applying for your passport?
Wish for a museum pass? Eager for more library history?
Crave a good book?

Celebrate our libraries, N P&M

where les bon temps rouler! Neubert, Pepe
& Monteith, PC

203.821.2000 + npmlaw.com ATTORNEYS AT LAW




FULLY PRESENT,
TRULY SEEN,
READY FOR
THE NEXT
GREAT
ADVENTURE.
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lovanne Funeral Home, Inc.

Proudly Serving Greater New Haven with Honesty, Integrity and Trust since 1928

Offering
Personalized Services
meeting the needs & wishes
of every family

o ..."
Contact us today to discuss a
thoughtful decision,
Advanced Planning

11 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT
(203) 865-8961 www.iovanne.com



http://www.iovanne.com/
http://www.iovanne.com/

Proud to Support
the New Haven
Free Public Library

ELMCAMPUS
PFART NERS

www.elmcampus.com

EMPOWER
YOUR
DREAMS

l:l FLEXIBLE
OFFERINGS

LOW-COST
TUITION

'
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FOCUSED

CT State Community College Gateway offers associate
degrees and certificates for transfer to universities and
career-focused programs in fields like healthcare,
engineering, automotive technologies, computer science,
and business.

Enroll for fall 2025 regular and accelerated sessions!

LEARN MORE

ctstate.edu/gateway c‘r STATE

20 Church Street COMMUNITY COLLEGE

GATEWAY

New Haven, CT 06510
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Proud to support the New Haven

Free Public Library




Quality apartments at affordable
prices. Serving the East Rock area
for over 40 years.

O flodley. Inc.
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Hadley is proud to support
New Haven Free Public Library
and the
Library Foundation

Happy Mardi Gras
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203-777-4599 www.trumbullenterprises.com %{ﬁvy \* ‘4{‘&

Hopkil’lS ConnCORP extends

SCHOOL

Helping curious students congratulations to the

excel since 1660. New Haven Free Public

THE CURIOUS Library

in celebration of
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IMAGINE GREATER
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IS hOW we * New Haven Free Public Library

measure ours. Wy
HAPPY

Proudly committed to every
customer, community partner,
and neighbor we serve.
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Working for you.

203.285.6490 | newhavenbank.com ET%:QIRK, %EHB? 7T !
| lmM{? les bens Temps onle!

Proud supporter of the
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation
and the 2025 Mardi Gras Celebration

MARK PETHICK
DMD, PLLC

Proud to support the
New Haven Free
Public Library

532 CHAPEL STREET
NEW HAVEN, CT 06511

TEL: 203-865-4286

OFFICE@PETHICKDMD.COM
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The City of New Haven Board of Alders
and
Black and Hispanic Caucus
are proud to support the

New Haven Free Public Library

and our colleague

Alder Honda Smith
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Docuprintnow is proud
the New Haven Free Pub
bringing knowledge,
opportunity to our co

Need high-quality printing for your
business, event, or nonprofit?
We can help bring your ideas to life.

Docuprintnow

PE.INTING I MAILING | SIGNAGE | SOLUTIONS SINCE 1970

CBIZ

New Haven Public
Library Foundation
Mardi Gras
Celebration 2025

CBIZ is a consulting, tax and financial
services provider that works closely
with CBIZ CPAs P.C., an independent
CPA firm that provides audit, review
and other attest services.

© Copyright 2025. CBIZ, Inc. NYSE Listed:
CBZ. All rights-reserved:

CBIZ.COM/

The expertise you need.
The responsiveness you deserve.

When you need a custom solution, your Webster Banker will tailor a plan
that works for your business.

» Commercial Real Estate « Equipment Financing « Asset-Based Lending
+ Specialized Financing « Loans & Lines of Credit « Treasury & Payments
+ Risk Management « Wealth Advisoryl « HSA/FSA/HRA2

O WebsterBank

websterbank.com

All credit products are subject to the normal credit approval process.

Webster Business Credit Corporation is a who\\éowned subsidiary of Webster Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. The Webster Symbol

is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Webster Bank is a subsidiary of Webster Financial Corp., a New York Stock Exchange listed financial institution (NYSE: WBS)

All credit facilities are subject to the normal credit approval process. *Source: National Information Center. 1 Wealth advisory services are
offered through Webster Private Bank, a division of Webster Bank, N.A. 2 Health Savings Accounts, Flexible Spending Accounts and Health
Reimbursement Arrangements are offered through HSA Bank, a division of Webster Bank, N.A., Member FDIC. Webster Bank, the Webster
Bank logo and the W symbol are trademarks of Webster Financial Cogyranon and Registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark

Office. Webster Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender © 2624 Webster Financial Corporation. All Rights Reserved.



Wojtek Borowski
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Proud To Support
The New Haven Free Public Library and Foundation

NEW, HAVEN, G4,
We are proud to support
The New Haven Free Public Library

HAPPY MARDI GRAS!

The Community Services Administration Team
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CITY OF NEW HAVEMN
Department of @ CITY OF NEW HAVEN

Community Resilience Food System Policy Division

NHVHEALTH




Thank you for celebrating Mardi Gras
at the New Haven Free Public Library



New Haven Free Public Library

Maria Bernhey
City Librarian and Director

Board of Directors

Hon. Mayor, Justin Elicker, City of New Haven
ex-officto Member

Andrew Giering, President
Claudia Merson, Vice President
Susan S. Lamar, Treasurer
Dr. Lauren Anderson
Lee Cruz
Giulia Gambale
The Honorable Jeanette Morrison
Jeanette Sykes
Dijonée Talley



New Haven Free Public Library Foundation

Manmita Dutta
Director of Advancement
Heather Robison
Development Assistant

Board of Directors

Dr. Mary Ellen Savage, President
Sean C. Koehler, Vice President
Thomas M. Haskell, Treasurer

Al Bhatt
Jennifer Coggins
Fran DeToro
Sarah Ficca
Lindy Lee Gold
Raquel Santiago- Martinez
Barbara Segaloff
Garrett Sheehan
Caroline Tanbee Smith
Tina C. Weiner
Samantha Williams
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2025 Planning Committee

Maria Bernhey
Luis Chavenz-Brumell
Diane Brown
Jennifer Coggins
Manmita Dutta
Sarah Ficca
Giulia Gambale
Heather Robison
Mary Ellen Savage

Barbara Segaloff



