
A Celebration to Benefit the 
New Haven Free Public Library 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2024 

Event to Benefit  Presenting Sponsor  



Honorees

Noah Webster Award
U.S. Senator Christopher Murphy

for his steadfast advocacy of the New
Haven Free Public Library and its
mission to foster opportunity and

inclusivity for all residents of 
New Haven.

Mr. Ray V. Boyd
Author "The Model Inmate"

for his outstanding contributions to
the literary culture of New Haven
and for advancing social justice in

the community and beyond.



5:30 PM
Cocktail Hour

Featuring Timmy Maia

6:30 PM
Welcome Remarks

Dr. Mary Ellen Savage, President
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation Board of Directors

Dr. Lauren Anderson, President
New Haven Free Public Library Board of Directors 

Honorable Justin Elicker 
Mayor, City of New Haven

Maria Bernhey
City Librarian and Director

New Haven Free Public Library
                                                     

State Senator Gary Winfield (D-10)

Honoring 
Mr. Ray V. Boyd

Author "The Model Inmate"

Noah Webster Award
U.S. Senator Christopher Murphy

7 PM
Dinner Music and Dancing

  
8 - 8:30 PM

Final Dance and Good Bye

Schedule of Events  



Dear Friends,

It is with immense joy and gratitude that I extend a heartfelt welcome to each of you as the newly appointed
City Librarian of the New Haven Free Public Library. As we gather to celebrate the vibrant spirit of Mardi Gras
2024, I am honored to share in this joyous occasion with a community that values the profound impact of
knowledge, learning, and cultural enrichment.

This annual celebration not only brings festivity to our city but also serves as a vital fundraiser organized by the
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation. I am truly touched by the overwhelming support from our
dedicated staff, community members, and generous donors and sponsors – your commitment ensures the
vitality of our beloved Library and its crucial role in the cultural tapestry of our city.

The New Haven Free Public Library is a dynamic institution that serves as a hub of knowledge, community
engagement, and inclusivity. With branches strategically located in different neighborhoods throughout New
Haven, the Library plays a pivotal role in fostering a sense of belonging and providing access to resources for
residents of all ages. Each branch is a gateway to a world of possibilities, providing not only books but also a
diverse array of programs, services, and resources tailored to the unique needs of its local community. 

To our cherished donors and sponsors, I extend heartfelt thanks for your generous contributions to the New
Haven Free Public Library Foundation. Your support is not just an investment in books and resources; it is an
investment in the future of our city.

As we come together to celebrate Mardi Gras, let us reflect on the importance of our public library system in
creating a more connected and enriched New Haven. The funds raised during this event will directly contribute
to sustaining and expanding the invaluable services offered to the community, ensuring that every
neighborhood continues to thrive intellectually and culturally.

Thank you for your steadfast support. I look forward to a year filled with shared accomplishments and the
continued growth of our beloved Library.

Warm regards,

Maria Bernhey
City Librarian and Director
New Haven Free Public Library

Welcome to Mardi Gras 
at the 

New Haven Free Public Library



Honoring
 Mr. Ray V. Boyd, Author "The Model Inmate"

We are enriched by Mr Boyd’s outstanding contributions to the literary culture
of New Haven and for his work advancing social justice in the community and
beyond.

"The Model Inmate" offers a unique perspective on the
prison experience, capturing the essence of life behind
bars through Mr. Boyd's own lived experiences. His story
is a reminder of the power of resilience and the ability to
overcome adversity. As an author, Mr. Boyd looks to
share his lived experience, aiming to foster meaningful
change and progress within communities.

Currently, Mr. Boyd serves as the Program Manager for
New Visions for Public Safety at the Yale Law School
Law and Racial Justice Center. 

In November 2021, Mr. Boyd was released from the
Connecticut Department of Correction after serving 30
years since his incarceration at the age of 17. Notably,
during his time behind bars, Mr. Boyd co-founded two
impactful programs: the Skills of Socialization (S.O.S.)
program at the Osborn Correctional Institute in 2015,
and the T.R.U.E. Reentry program at the Cheshire
Correctional Institute in 2018. These innovative
initiatives garnered national attention, including a
feature on 60 Minutes.

Mr. Boyd dedicates his time to volunteering as a Board Member of CT Stop Solitary Confinement,
advocating passionately for second chances for individuals with criminal backgrounds. Additionally,
he contributes his efforts to the United States Department of Justice as a speaker with FED Up,
Project Safe Neighborhood, and Project Longevity, aiming to inspire positive change and support for
those reentering society.

Mr. Boyd is married to the love of his life Jacqueline James-Boyd. Together, they are the co-founders
of Next Level Empowerment Program in New Haven, where they advocate to create a supportive
community for returning citizens and their families through direct engagement and holistic social
support.



It is our honor to present the 2024 Noah Webster
Award to U.S. Senator Christopher Murphy

The Noah Webster Award
The Noah Webster Award reflects the passion of Noah Webster, a Yale graduate and
New Haven resident for many years, whose legacy remains a literacy building block
today. The award recognizes a library supporter who builds community and advocacy
coalitions in support of the Library and, in turn, the New Haven Community. 

Senator Murphy’s unwavering commitment to the constituents of Connecticut has
defined his illustrious career. 

Senator Murphy’s pivotal role in nominating the
New Haven Free Public Library was a key factor in
the library’s recognition and receipt of the
prestigious 2019 Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS) Award.

The IMLS Award is a testament to the library’s
commitment to excellence in serving its
community. Chosen from a pool of 30 national
finalists, the recipients of the 2019 National
Medal for Museum and Library Service
exemplify institutions that deliver dynamic
programming and services surpassing
conventional standards.

Senator Murphy has been instrumental in
enhancing the national standing of the New
Haven Free Public Library, steadfastly
supporting our cause. 

Thank you, Senator Murphy! We are grateful to have your support.



Thank You to our Sponsors 

Presenting Sponsor 



Thank You to our Sponsors 

Krewe of Rex



Thank You to our Sponsors 

Krewe of Orpheus 



Gold Bead

Thank You to our Sponsors 



Silver Bead

Thank You to our Sponsors 



Thank You to our Patrons

The Roger G. Ibbotson Charitable Fund

Dr. Mary Ellen Savage

Ms. Barbara Feldman

Mr. Thomas Haskell

Ms. Maureen Sullivan

Ms. Tina C. Weiner

Mr. Sean Koehler



➢
➢
➢
➢

Creating a vital downtown through Yale’s community investment program
Supporting public school education through New Haven Promise
Strengthening neighborhoods by helping Yale employees buy homes
Growing New Haven’s biotech industry and the local economy

Yale University
salutes

The New Haven 
Free Public Library

for all their years of service and support 
of the New Haven Community

Contributing to a Strong New Haven 

Strong Neighborhoods

Community Investment

Biotechnology Start-Ups

Support for Education



Yale New Haven Health
is proud to support  
The New Haven Free
Public Library



Comcast proudly supports
the New Haven Free Public

Library and Foundation!



https://peservicegroup.com/


https://www.bespokeeducation.com/


The Yale School of Art wishes New Haven a 

We are delighted to
be a part of this

vibrant community. 

art.yale.edu



Longwharf.org/Membership
203.693.1486

 10 120/MONTH OR /ANNUALLY$$





beinecke.library.yale.edu











Session 1: July 1–12, 2024
Session 2: July 15–26, 2024

Information and Registration at ShubertCamp.com



LOW-COST
TUITION

SUCCESS
FOCUSED

FLEXIBLE
OFFERINGS

EXPAND
YOUR
HORIZONS

LEARN MORE

ctstate.edu/gateway

Connecticut State Community
College Gateway awards associate
degrees and certificates in academic
programs that transfer to four-year
universities, along with career-track
programs in engineering and
automotive technologies, technical
studies, health care, and business. 

Now enrolling for spring 2024
regular and accelerated
sessions! 

20 Church Street
New Haven, CT 06510

 

Help make a thoughtful decision with 
Advanced Planning 

At Iovanne Funeral Home, we personalize
services to meet the needs & wishes 

of every family 

Call us today to speak to a licensed Funeral Director 

Our funeral home specializes in all types of funeral services.
This includes traditional services, visitation followed by

cremation, direct burial & direct cremation. 

HOVANNE UNERAL OME, INC. 
(203) 865-8961 

 

11 Wooster Place, New Haven, CT 06511 
www.iovanne.com 

Proudly Serving the Greater New Haven Area 
With Honesty, Integrity and Trust 

Since 1928 

I F

http://www.iovanne.com/
http://www.iovanne.com/
http://www.iovanne.com/


 Proud To Support 
The New Haven Free Public Library and Foundation

 Wojtek Borowski

www.newhavenct.gov/arts

Proud to support New Haven
Free Public Library Foundation



A Thirst for
Community

The Regional Water
Authority is proud to
support the New Haven
Free Public Library and its
vision to create a strong,
resilient and informed
community where 
everyone thrives through
lifelong learning and access
to resources, experiences
and opportunities.



 Hadley is proud to support the
New Haven Free Public Library

and Foundation!



All credit products are subject to the normal credit approval process.
1
Webster Business Credit Corporation is a wholly owned subsidiary of Webster Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. The Webster Symbol 
is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
Webster Bank is a subsidiary of Webster Financial Corp., a New York Stock Exchange listed financial institution (NYSE: WBS)
All credit facilities are subject to the normal credit approval process. *Source: National Information Center. 1 Wealth advisory services are 
offered through Webster Private Bank, a division of Webster Bank, N.A. 2 Health Savings Accounts, Flexible Spending Accounts and Health 
Reimbursement Arrangements are offered through HSA Bank, a division of Webster Bank, N.A., Member FDIC. Webster Bank, the Webster 
Bank logo and the W symbol are trademarks of Webster Financial Corporation and Registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Webster Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender © 2024 Webster Financial Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

The expertise you need. 
The responsiveness you deserve. 
When you need a custom solution, your Webster Banker will tailor a plan
that works for your business. 

• Commercial Real Estate • Equipment Financing • Asset-Based Lending 
• Specialized Financing • Loans & Lines of Credit • Treasury & Payments 
• Risk Management • Wealth Advisory1 • HSA/FSA/HRA2

websterbank.com 



SouthernCT.edu

Southern Connecticut State University
is proud to support the 

NEW HAVEN FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION



Proudly committed to every
customer, community partner,
and neighbor we serve.

203.285.6490 | newhavenbank.com

YOUR 
SUCCESS
is how we
measure ours. 

203.821.2000 npmlaw.com 

Laissez les bon temps rouler! 
Did you know? 

Mardi Gras colors represent
faith, power, and justice. 

THE CURIOUS
THRIVE HERE

Inspiring and rewarding
curiosity since 1660.

rainbowbookcompany.com



marcumllp.com

Proud supporter of the

New Haven Public
Library Foundation
Mardi Gras
Celebration 2024 

Enhance your education with valuable
certifications and micro-credentials. 

Elevate your marketability 
in today’s competitive job market.

M CLBERTUS AGNUS OLLEGE

Albertus 
Career eXcelerator

albertus.edu/excelerator

A



Board of Directors

Honorable Mayor Justin Elicker
City of New Haven ex-officio Member

Dr. Lauren Anderson, President
Andrew Giering, Vice President

Susan S. Lamar, Treasurer

Lee Cruz
Giulia Gambale

The Honorable Jeanette Morrison
Jeanette Sykes

Maria Bernhey
City Librarian and Director

New Haven Free Public Library



 
Board of Directors

Dr. Mary Ellen Savage, President
Sean C. Koehler, Vice President
Thomas M. Haskell, Treasurer

Al Bhatt
Jennifer Coggins

Fran DeToro
Sarah Berkman Ficca
Keith Bradoc Gallant

Lindy Lee Gold
Edward C. Harris

Juan M. Salas-Romer
Raquel Santiago- Martinez

Barbara Segaloff
Caroline Tanbee Smith

Tina C. Weiner
Tiana Williams

Samantha Williams

New Haven Free Public Library
Foundation



 2024 Planning Committee

Maria Bernhey

Diane Brown

Luis Chavenz-Brumell

Jennifer Coggins

Manmita Dutta 

Sarah Ficca

Mary Ellen Savage

Barbara Segaloff



Special Thanks 
Access AV

Andrew Rubenoff Design

Archie Moore’s

Dexter Atlas Images 

Garden Catering

Katalina’s

Ricky D’s Rib Shack

Timmy Maia 

Mardi Gras Volunteers

New Haven Free Public Library Staff 

Board of Directors of the
New Haven Free Public Library

Board of Directors of the
New Haven Free Public Library Foundation

City of New Haven Department of Transportation, 
Traffic and Parking

Honorable Mayor Justin Elicker, City of New Haven



Thank you for celebrating 
with us at the

New Haven Free Public Library


