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- Schedule of Events - 

Welcome
Michael Morand

President, New Haven Free Public Library  
Foundation Board of Directors

Shana N. Schneider
President, New Haven Free Public Library  

Board of Directors

Keynote Conversation
Toi Derricotte

Cornelius Eady
Reginald Dwayne Betts

Te Amo (Nguwe)
Thabisa 

Noah Webster Award
presented to Elsie B. Chapman 

Stetson Library: The Next Chapter  
Special Announcement
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Dear Friends,

I am thrilled to welcome you to the New Haven Free Public Library’s 
Mardi Gras celebration! While I wish we could gather in person this year 
to celebrate the vital role the New Haven Free Public Library plays in our 
community, the generosity and enthusiasm of Library supporters near 
and far give us much to be thankful for. 

The New Haven Free Public Library is an essential source of connection 
in our community, here to share the information you need to stay 
safe and informed. E-books, audiobooks, streaming movies and 
music keep us engaged the broader world from home. Our databases 
and e-resources help school children complete assignments and 
supplement remote learning. Virtual programs -- like Mardi Gras! -- keep 
us connected to one another despite distance.

Amidst the turmoil of the past year, we have much to celebrate, 
tonight and looking ahead in the coming year. Together, we will face 
the challenges ahead and work to bridge the digital divide, nurture 
entrepreneurial innovation and economic recovery, and revitalize our 
community. 

This year has truly underscored the importance of a vibrant public 
library, and your support is an essential investment in our shared 
future.

With gratitude,

 
John Jessen
City Librarian and Director

Mardi Gras Goes Virtual!
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Special Thanks to: 
New Haven Free Public Library Staff

Shana N. Schneider and the Board of Directors 
of the New Haven Free Public Library  

Michael Morand and the Board of Directors of 
the New Haven Free Public Library Foundation

Mayor Justin Elicker, City of New Haven

Tubyez Cropper, 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library 

Patrick Dunn,  
The New Haven Pride Center

Elizabeth Nearing

Guest Appearances by:
Monica Abbott, David Blight, Ryan André  
Brasseaux, Martha L. Brogan, Diane Brown,  
Lizzy Donius, Patrick Dunn, Mayor Justin  
Elicker, Toni Harp, Annie Lin & Family,  
Marina Marmolejo, Althea Musgrove Norcott, 
The O’Connell-Davis Family, Babz Rawls Ivy, 
Barbara Rockenbach, Peter Salovey, Caroline 
Tanbee Smith, David Weinreb, Rolan Joni Young
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Thank You to Our Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor

Krewe of Rex

Royal Court Sponsor
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Gold Bead

Krewe of Orpheus

Silver Bead

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Amazon Landscaping
Formata

Goody’s Hardware
Hillyard

Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman 
Clinch Security Services
Iovanne Funeral Home

Kreitler Financial
Midwest Tape/hoopla Digital
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The Noah Webster Award reflects the passion of Noah Webster, a Yale 
graduate and New Haven resident for many years, whose legacy remains 
a literacy building block today. The award recognizes a library supporter 
who builds community and advocacy coalitions in support of the Library 
and, in turn, the New Haven Community. It is our honor to present the 
2021 Noah Webster Award to Elsie Blackshear Chapman.

Elsie moved to New Haven over 15 years ago 
following a successful 30-year career at IBM. 
Elsie quickly became an integral part of the local 
community, and her commitment to New Haven 
is unparalleled. Elsie is past president of the 
New Haven Free Public Library Board of Direc-
tors, the New Haven Free Public Library Founda-
tion Board of Directors and the Historic Wooster 
Square Association. Currently, she is Vice Chair 
of the Board of Directors of the International 

Festival of Arts & Ideas and a board member of the New Haven Preserva-
tion Trust. She serves on the Cultural Affairs Commission for the City of 
New Haven’s Department of Arts, Culture and Tourism. She also is a 
member of the New Haven Section of the National Council of Negro 
Women (NCNW) and the New Haven Chapter of The Links, Incorporated. 

Throughout her tenure on the Boards of the Library and the Library 
Foundation, Elsie has been a tireless advocate on behalf of the staff and 
patrons of the New Haven Free Public Library, forging connections and 
building capacity to sustain the library system into the future. Thank 
you, Elsie, for your leadership!

The Noah Webster Award
presented to Elsie B. Chapman



-7-

Stetson Library:  
The Next Chapter
Thanks to the thousands of donors, 
community groups, and neighborhood 
partners, we are thrilled to annouce that the 
Stetson Library: The Next Chapter fundraising 
campaign has exceeded its $2M goal to move 
the Stetson branch library into a new home 
in the Dixwell Community Q House!

As the anchor tenant of the revived Q House, 
Stetson Library will build on its impressive 
reputation as the center of learning, cultural 
exploration and community service for the 
residents of the Dixwell and Newhallville 
neighborhoods while expanding to meet 
the evolving needs of our City and its 
residents. The money raised will expand 
the print and digital collections, improve 
community services, outfit the new library 
with furnishings, state-of-the-art equipment, 
and technology, and ensure the stability of 
the library system for years to come. 

The new Stetson Library will be a sterling showcase of the 
contemporary public library: a significant increase in space and 
services to empower the community and reaffirm the library’s role as 
a leader to improve education, build cultural connections, and shape 
the workforce of tomorrow. 

Thank you for making the dream of a new Stetson Library a reality!
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Thank You to Our  
Mardi Gras Donors

$1000+
Ruby Melton and Gail McAvay 
Jerome Meyer and Roslyn Milstein Meyer 

$500+
Rick Mayer and Melanie Barocas-Mayer 
Mary Ellen Savage

$250+
Marianne Carolla 
John and Erika Jessen, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 

$100+
Robert J. and Kathleen G. Bradley 
Martha and James Brogan 
Sahar and Josiah Brown, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Luis Chavez-Brumell 
Priscilla and Bob Dannies 
Fran DeToro 
Dixwell Avenue Congregational U.C.C., in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Jackie Downing 
Walter and Sharyn Esdaile, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman and 
     in memory of Elsie Singfield Blackshear 
Richard and Barbara Feldman, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Vivian and Ed Harris 
Susan Holahan 
Geoffrey Hotz 
Bernard Hulin and Laura Berry, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Susan Lincoln, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman
Maria Morris 
David Newton, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Sara Ohly 
Melinda Papowitz 
Carmen Shortt 
Margaret Anne Tockarshewsky 
Janna Wagner 
R. Weiner

Gifts received as of February 12, 2021. To dedicate your gift, contact Lauren Bisio at lbisio@nhfpl.org.
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Thank You to Our  
Mardi Gras Donors

Up to $50 
Edie Abraham-Macht 
Daisy C. Abreu 
Nancy Alexander and Phillip Bernstein 
Charlotte Anastasio 
Debby Applegate 
Candace Barrington 
Jo-Anne Basile 
William Beckett 
Anthony Billings 
Lauren Bisio and Philip Boulanger 
Rebecca Bombero 
Elaine Carroll  
     in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
John Cavaliere 
Marian Chertow and Matthew  
     Nemerson 
Rosemarie Conforti 
Kathleen Cosgrove 
Claire’s Corner Copia 
Jennifer Detoro-Belton 
Karen Dubois-Walton 
Deborah Elkin  
Brin and Joy Ford 
Susan Fox 
Giulia Gambale 
Andrew Giering 
Susan Godshall 
Alva Greenberg  
Kathleen Hayes 

Miyun Kang 
Connie Konya 
Katherine Krasney 
Kathrin Lassila 
Suzanne Levine 
Bennett and Sharon Lovett-Graff 
Christine Marsh-Rijssenbeek 
Mandy McGuire-Schwartz 
Michael Morand and Wm. Frank 
     Mitchell 
Charlotte and Charles Murphy 
Gail Myatt 
Shannon Mykins 
Bob and Mary Ann Norris 
Susan and Thomas O’Shea 
Stephanie Perniciaro 
Diane Petaway 
     in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Patricia Pierce 
Roberta Pilette 
     in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Shelley Quiala 
Charlotte Rea 
Bonnie Rosenberg and Mark Ciarlo 
     in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Barbara and Jim Segaloff 
Amber Suess 
David White 
Robin Whitney 
Michelle Zacks

$50+ 
Brauna Gorin 
Sarah B. Greenblatt, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Christine Kim 
Kirk Morrison 
Laura Morrison, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Lisa Stanger, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 
Jean Webb, in honor of Elsie B. Chapman 

Gifts received as of February 12, 2021. To dedicate your gift, contact Lauren Bisio at lbisio@nhfpl.org.
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bbeeiinneecckkee..lliibbrraarryy..yyaallee..eedduu
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Powerful Partners
Serving our communities means providing reliable, essential electricity and natural gas service. 

It also means investing our energy in the organizations and events that make our communities 

special. We are pleased to lend our support to the New Haven Free Public Library.

20
21
-3
58
0

 

Congratulations 
Elsie Chapman 

on  being awarded the Noah Webster Award 
from the 

New Haven (CT) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated 
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SERVING CLIENTS 
THROUGHOUT 
NE W ENGL AND

INTELLIGENT BUILDING SOLUTIONS

A SINGLE SOURCE  FOR YOUR BUILDING TECHNOLOGY NEEDS

ESCCONTROLS.COM

SERVING CLIENTS 
THROUGHOUT 
NE W ENGL AND

INTELLIGENT BUILDING SOLUTIONS

A SINGLE SOURCE  FOR YOUR BUILDING TECHNOLOGY NEEDS

ESCCONTROLS.COM

SERVING CLIENTS 
THROUGHOUT 
NE W ENGL AND

INTELLIGENT BUILDING SOLUTIONS

A SINGLE SOURCE  FOR YOUR BUILDING TECHNOLOGY NEEDS

ESCCONTROLS.COM
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Make a gift at  
cfgnh.org /covid19fund
See the top 5 needs identified by CT Nonprofits.

The Greater New Haven COVID -19  Communit y Fund w a s established on  
March 20, 2020  by a par tnership bet ween The Communit y Foundation for 
Greater New Haven and United Way of Greater New Haven.

G R E A T E R  N E W  H A V E N 

C O V I D -1 9
C O M M U N I T Y  F U N D
A  C O M M U N I T Y - W I D E  E F F O R T

1900-TCF-NHFPL-0208.indd   21900-TCF-NHFPL-0208.indd   2 2/8/21   2:48 PM2/8/21   2:48 PM
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Yale New Haven Hospital has been honored to 
care for this community for more than 185 years. 
We’re proud to be part of a rich tapestry in which 
so many organizations work together for the 
entire community. 

Congratulations on the Mardi Gras festivities 
celebrating the New Haven Free Public Library. 

New Haven is our middle name

11597 (02/17)
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Wooster Square 
    Celebrates  
Elsie B. Chapman

 

 
 
 
 

 

Tap into Discovery.
Instantly Read, Listen, and Watch 

with Your Library Card.

hoopladigital.com

 

 

 Dixwell Avenue 
Congregational United 
Church of Christ  est.1820                 

celebrates                                                        
201 Years of Service to                               

God and Community  
celebrates                                      

Elsie B. Chapman                                                  
NHFPL Noah Webster Awardee                                    
Rev. Dr. Frederick J. Streets, Senior Pastor               

217 Dixwell Avenue    New Haven, CT 
website: dixwellucc.org 
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➢ Creating a vital downtown through Yale’s community investment program
➢ Supporting public school education through New Haven Promise
➢ Strengthening neighborhoods by helping Yale employees buy homes
➢ Supporting New Haven residents throughout the pandemic  

YYaallee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
salutes

The New Haven                                
Free Public Library

for fostering and celebrating our local community 

Yale Community for New Haven Fund
Strong Neighborhoods

Community  Investment
Support for Education
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York Hill Trap Rock
L. Suzio Concrete
L. Suzio Asphalt

L. Suzio Construction

Leading Connecticut Construction since 1898.

Plants in Meriden, Wallingford, New Haven, 
Milford and Derby

Main Number:
203-237-8421 

 
Toll Free: 

888-789-4626
(888-SUZIOCO)

www.suzioyorkhill.com
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CONNECTICUT  I  NEW YORK  I  PHILADELPHIA   I  WASHINGTON, DC  I  PALM BEACH      www.wiggin.com

For information about the law firm of Wiggin and Dana,  
please contact Kevin Kennedy at  

kkennedy@wiggin.com or 203.498.4383

Wiggin and Dana  
is proud to support the 

New Haven  
Free Public Library’s  

Virtual 2021 Mardi Gras  
Celebration

AT TO R N E Y A DV ER T I S I N G

Keeping Downtown New Haven a vibrant and 
exciting place to live, work, learn and play.

Town Green District 

@DowntownNHV
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ELSIE CHAPMAN!

IOVANNE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
Proudly Serving the Greater New Haven Area with 

Honesty, Integrity & Trust Since 1928 

 
 

 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Family Available to Your Family 
24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week 

We Specialize in All Types of Funeral Services 
We Also Offer Pre-Arrangement Services 

      
 

11 Wooster Place  New Haven, CT  
(203) 865-8961   

www.iovanne.com 
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Have you read our  
ANNUAL REPORT?

Visit nhfpl.org/annual-reports
to read online!


