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One Connecticut institution, the New Haven Free Public Library, is Tapped as 
Finalist for 2019 National Medal for Museum and Library Service 

New Haven is encouraged to “Share Your Story” about NHFPL on IMLS social media on April 2  
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 11, 2019) – The Institute of Museum and Library Services today announced 
that Connecticut’s New Haven Free Public Library (NHFPL) is among the 30 finalists for the 2019 National 
Medal for Museum and Library Service.  
 
The National Medal is the nation’s highest honor given to museums and libraries for service to their 
communities. For 25 years, the award has celebrated institutions that demonstrate extraordinary and 
innovative approaches to public service and are making a difference for individuals, families, and 
communities. 
 
“The 30 National Medal finalists showcase the tremendous ability of libraries and museums to serve as 
vital community resources,” said IMLS Director Dr. Kathryn K. Matthew. “The Institute of Museum and 
Library Services is honored to recognize these leading institutions. We congratulate them on the work 
they are doing across the United States.” 
 
Open to all, the New Haven Free Public Library is a community pillar of learning, exploration and 
inspiration.  Through community engagement, inclusive growth, and equity of access to resources and 
opportunities, the New Haven Free Public Library builds connections as one city with one future. 
 
“We are honored that the New Haven Free Public Library is a finalist for the National Medal for Museum 
and Library Service, and appreciate the inaugural nomination by U.S. Senator Christopher Murphy of 
Connecticut,” said City Librarian Martha Brogan. “We proudly share this nomination as recognition of our 
home, the community and the City of New Haven.”   
 
Finalists are chosen because of their significant and exceptional contributions to their communities. IMLS 
is encouraging community members who have visited the New Haven Free Public Library to share their 
story on social media. To #ShareYourStory, please visit www.facebook.com/USIMLS or 
www.twitter.com/us_imls and use #IMLSmedals and #myNHFPLstory. 
 
National Medal winners will be announced later this spring. Representatives from winning institutions will 
be honored for their extraordinary contributions at the National Medal Ceremony on June 12 in 
Washington, D.C.  
 
To see the full list of finalists and learn more about the National Medal, visit the IMLS website. 
 
About the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation's 
libraries and museums. We advance, support, and empower America’s museums, libraries, and related 
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organizations through grantmaking, research, and policy development. Our vision is a nation where 
museums and libraries work together to transform the lives of individuals and communities. To learn 
more, visit www.imls.gov and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
About the New Haven Free Public Library 
The New Haven Free Public Library welcomes more than 500,000 library users through its doors each 
year, realizing its mission of fostering lifelong learning, inspiring curiosity, and building community through 
shared access to resources, experiences, and opportunities for all.  The library system includes the Ives 
Memorial Library on the historic New Haven Green, 24/7 online services, the Readmobile bringing books 
to early childhood learning centers, and four neighborhood libraries: Fair Haven, Mitchell, Stetson and 
Wilson. Now and tomorrow, the New Haven Free Public Library will transform lives and contribute to 
creating a strong, resilient, and informed community where everyone can thrive. For more information, 
visit nhfpl.org and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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